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Welcome to Spring, one and all! As I write this, the day 
has been beautiful and the sky clear. Hopefully, it has been 
a taste of at least several days to come. And, because it is 
now Spring, it is time for our regular Pet Partners Member-
ship Meeting. It will be held on March 12, at 2:00 Pm, in the 
Quinault Auditorium 

At this time, we will be selecting Board Members for 
the coming year. You should have received your Panorama 
News by now. It includes a proposed slate of candidates for 
those board positions. Please review this slate. If you, or 
someone you know, would like to serve on this board, there 
will be time to accept additional nominations. We do en-
courage your participation if you are interested. 

Serving on the board is a great way to become more 
involved with Pet Partners, to get more information on is-
sues affecting Pet Partners, and to help set the direction 
our organization is heading. Give it some thought. 

The current slate of nominations are as follows: 
 Becky Johnson—President 
 Edith Bryan—Vice President/Treasurer 
 Richard Friedman—Secretary/Outreach 
 Cynthia Daniels—Publications Director 
 John Stern—Dog Park Director 
 Stacy Stratton—At Large Director 
 Claire Creighton—at Large Director 

 
Becky Johnson 

 
P.S. And be sure to give your furry friends an extra pet, just 
because you can! 

Guest Speaker 

March 12th, 2:00 PM 

Quinault Auditorium 
 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

As of March 2020, VP/Treasurer, Edith Bryan, reported a 
bank balance of  $1,793.04 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Panorama Pet Partners, presents 
Mud Bay’s New In-Home Program to Help Seniors Care 

for Their Pets 
Mud Bay has been on a mission to improve the health 

of dogs and cats—and the happiness of the people who 
care for them—for over 30 years. Located throughout the 
Pacific Northwest, Mud Bay stores provide quality food, 
treats and supplies, as well as practical advice for pet own-
ers.  

As retired people age, the challenges of caring for a 
beloved pet can also change. To meet this growing need, 
Mud Bay offers a Delivery Plus program to provide home 
delivery of food and supplies, as well as in-home services 
such as nail trimming, brushing, litter box cleaning, and pet 
transportation to groomers or veterinarians. 

Join us on March 12th as Kristy Black of Mud Bay 
explains the key benefits of this new service and how it can 
make caring for your pet even easier. Sign-up information 
will also be available for interested residents. 

Also speaking on March 12, Annette Lanker will give 
us some guidance on First Aid for our pets and CPR; and 
the Pet Partners will provide a slate of proposed 2020 
Board Officers for member approval.  
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The majority of “Pet Gazette” 

articles focus on dogs and cats. We 

sometimes forget that some Pet 

Partners have birds, which are 

equally interesting and fun.  Here is 

a story about diversity, love and 

passion! 

Kirby (right) a harlequin macaw, 
grooms Suzie, a military macaw, at TC 
Feathers Aviary in Chantilly, Virginia, 
last week. While Kirby had a reputation 
for being rude to other macaws, with 
Suzie he’s gentle and protective. 

Kuzie, is Suzie and Kirby’s first 
chick, at 4 weeks old (shown below). 
Believing he was a one-of a kind spe-
cies, his owners solicited suggestions 
for a name for this type of bird. They 
chose miliquin macaw. 

Kuzie, now more than a year old, is 
a talker like his father. He likes to say 
“peek-a-boo.” He’s also a big brother; 
Millie was born in May. 

When they met, Kirby and Suzie 
differed in ways that went beyond what 
people usually notice first about them, 
their color. 

He was large. She was small. 
He was bold and a gifted talker. 

She was sweet and more selective with 
her words. 

describe the aviary. It also serves as a 
store, so it often is a cacophony of 
birds squawking and customers talk-
ing, but that didn’t deter Suzie and 
Kirby from taking their affection to an-
other level. About 3:30 p.m. each day, 
the two would make their way from a 
backroom, where birds perch on 
makeshift trees and in cages, to the 
front of the store, where the cash reg-
ister sits. 

The staff always knew they were 
coming because as the two waddled, 
their talons clicked against the tile. 

The staff also knew where they 
were headed. Each day, the two 
picked the same unlikely place for an 
avian rendezvous: a cat carrier. The 
carrier sits against a wall near the front 
door and is basically a large open 
cage lined on the bottom with a plush, 
pink bed. It provides the cats that live 
in the store (and keep the mice away) 
a place to lounge. 

But when Suzie and Kirby showed 
up, any cat that happened to be in that 
carrier knew enough to leave. Every-
one knew what was about to happen 
for the next 20-or-so minutes. 

“It would be one thing if they were 
quiet, but they’re so loud,” Morgan 
says. “So finally, I put them in the 
same cage. It was better there than in 
front of the store, in a cat carrier.” 

Morgan first started taking care of 
Suzie more than a decade ago after 
she and two other macaws were left in 
front of her house by a man who lived 
with his parents and realized he could-
n’t take care of the birds. The aviary 
sees that situation often enough that 
the staff warns people who come to 
purchase pets about the responsibility. 

“It’s not buying a goldfish,” Mor-
gan says. “Some of these animals are 
going to live 60 to 70 years. That’s a 
60- to 70-year commitment and one 
you have to be ready for.” 

THE STORY OF A RARE PAIR OF LOVEBIRDS 

THERESA VARGAS—WASHINGTON POST 

Tammy Morgan says she would 
never have thought of pairing the two 
— and yet, she saw how they quickly 
gravitated toward each other, how 
they soon started sneaking off to be 
alone and how he now watches over 
her, ever ready to place himself be-
tween her and any perceived danger. 

“They fell in love,” Morgan says. 
There are love stories, and then 

there is the love story of Suzie and 
Kirby. Theirs is a rare pairing, one 
that both defies nature and resulted 
from it. The two are species of parrot 
that don’t normally mate: Kirby is a 
harlequin macaw and Suzie is a mili-
tary macaw. 

In the wild, they likely wouldn’t 
have come together. In a Virginia 
aviary, they are inseparable. 

They are also parents. About a 
year ago, their firstborn hatched from 
an egg, leaving the aviary with a 
unique quandary: What do you call a 
species that doesn’t seem to exist 
anywhere else? 

Morgan, who owns TC Feathers 
Aviary in suburban Virginia along 
with her wife, Carey Morgan, says 
the two never intended to breed ma-
caws. It is difficult work even under 
the best of conditions, says Tammy 
Morgan, who has bred cockatiels, 
conures and caiques. 

Macaws usually want a quiet, 
secluded area to mate. 

“Not these two,” she says. 
Quiet and secluded does not 
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the store was crowded with people 
for the aviary’s inaugural Parrot 
Fest, came a tiny lump of a bird. 

The aviary took suggestions 
from customers for a name and 
settled on “Kuzie,” a combination of 
Suzie and Kirby. 

The aviary’s employees, along 
with their friends, relatives and cus-
tomers, also started researching 
whether a military macaw and har-
lequin macaw, which is a hybrid 
mix between a green wing macaw 
and a blue-and gold macaw, had 
ever produced an offspring. 

They couldn’t find another. 
Kuzie, they realized, wasn’t 

just the product of an unusual love 
story. He was the product of an 
unusual love story that might have 
created a one-of-a-kind species. 

Unsure what to call this new 
type of bird, and unable to find a 
name that already existed, the avi-
ary again took suggestions. The 
result was, again, a term that gave 
a nod to both parents: “miliquin 
macaw.” 

Morgan describes the days 
and weeks after Kuzie’s birth in 
October 2018 as both thrilling and 
scary. She didn’t know if he would 
survive. For five months, she woke 
up every 90 minutes in the night to 
make him formula and feed him. 

She did the same in May 
2019 when another egg hatched. 
This time it was a girl and she was 
named Millie. 

Kuzie and Millie have lighter 
beaks than their parents, which 
they get from one side of their 
father’s genetics. They also seem 
to share his ease with words. 
Kuzie is fond of saying, “peek-a-
boo.” And as Millie nuzzles 
against Morgan that recent after-
noon, she says, “I love you.” 

Occasionally someone will 
ask whether the siblings are for 
sale, and each time the answer is 
the same. 

“At this point, everyone is so 
attached, not only us, but also our 
customers,” Morgan says. 
“They’re not going anywhere.” 

If they produce more 
miliquins, those will be for sale. 

When that time comes, she 
has just one hope: that Suzie and 
Kirby will figure out what comes 
after making those eggs. 

“If they could figure out how 
to take care of their own children,” 
she says, “I would appreciate 
that.” 

 

THE STORY OF A RARE PAIR OF LOVEBIRDS (CONTINUED) 

THERESA VARGAS—WASHINGTON POST 

On a recent afternoon, the vol-
ume in the backroom of the aviary 
was deafening. It is almost time for 
Morgan to feed some of the birds by 
hand, and they aren’t patient. 

Meanwhile, Suzie and Kirby sit 
quietly on nearby branches of the 
same makeshift tree. 

When Suzie first came to live at 
the aviary full time a few years ago, 
she had suffered a loss. She had 
paired up with another macaw that 
died, and “she was really missing” 
him, Morgan says. 

Kirby had been raised since he 
was young by Morgan’s wife and 
was one of several male macaws 
living at the aviary at the time. He 
was also the biggest bird in the 
place and had developed a reputa-
tion of being rude to other macaws 
in group situations. With Suzie, 
though, he was gentle. 

“If they could figure out how 
to take care of their own children. 
I would appreciate that.” said 
Tammy Morgan, who would wake up 
every 90 minutes at night to feed 
Kirby and Suzie’s young offspring 

They would clean each other’s 
feathers with their beaks, which is 
called preening and requires a level 
of comfort and trust. 

When the two began sharing a 
cage, no one knew what to expect. 
What they didn’t expect were fertile 
eggs. 

Morgan says Suzie laid two 
separate sets of egg at the bottom of 
the cage, but she didn’t know how to 
take care of them. Instead of sitting 
on them, she sat next to them, so 
they didn’t develop properly. 

The next time she laid a set of 
eggs, Morgan pulled them from the 
cage and placed them in an incuba-
tor. Two didn’t make it. 

But from the third egg, on a day 

Kuzie 

Lovebirds Kirby and Suzie 
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On March 29, 2020, the 3rd Annual 
New York Cat Film Festival™— a collec-
tion of short films  – animated, documen-
tary, or narrative films with actors and a 
script— will be shown in Olympia. These 
are not random internet “cat videos” – 
these are films which have been made 
with an intention, concept or story to 
convey something essential about cats. 
The films celebrate the kitties who share 
our world and their relationships with 
people, no matter where or how they live 
– as feral cats in a colony, or between 
the covers in someone’s bed. Net pro-
ceeds benefit Feline Friends. 

The films are free of physical or 
verbal abuse toward people or animals. 
The only tears you might shed would be 
tears of joy for happy endings. The pro-
grams are designed for adult audiences 
but can be enjoyed by all members of 
the family, including mature children. 

New York Cat Film Festival is a 
benefit to support the work of Feline 
Friends, a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organiza-
tion serving primarily Thurston and Ma-
son counties.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Founded 20 years ago, and unsel-

fishly staffed by all volunteers, the 
group has improved the lives of thou-
sands of cats. Feline Friends provides 
the following services to stray cats in 
South Puget Sound: 
· Rescue 
· Foster Care 
· Spay and Neuter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We can help ensure good health and welfare for our feline friends by keeping just a few facts in mind. 
People (and most other mammals) are a pack species; cats are an independent species. This difference means that: 

 We tend to like to go to others to get them to play with us; cats prefer to come to us on their terms. 

 We tend to like longer visits less often; cats prefer shorter, more frequent visits (that they initiate). 

 We tend to see shouting and punishment as forms of “conflict resolution;” cats see these things as life-
threatening. 

The best indicator of your cat’s health and welfare is regularly seeing these healthy behaviors: 

 Activity—confidently explores and uses the living space, including climbing and perching. 

 Interaction—initiates brief, frequent interactions with others in the house. 

 Food and water consumption—indoor-housed cats usually eat small meals and drink over the course of the 
day. 

 Elimination behavior—most cats use the litter box 2-4 times a day. 

 Weight loss or gain—10% either way can be important. You can monitor this using regular weighing or body 
condition scoring. 

 Grooming—normally cats gently groom the entire body 2-3 times a day. 

 Sleeping habits—sleeps in view, in favored places. 

 Vocalizing—cats have different voices; you can learn what is normal for your cat so you can notice any 
change, 

 Cats don’t like unexpected change (who does?) Offering new things (foods, litter, toys, etc.) next to their fa-
miliar things in a separate container will let them tell you whether they like the old or new thing better. 

NEW YORK CAT FILM FESTIVAL 

Presented by Feline Friends 

· Placement into permanent, caring    
homes 

We strongly encourage spay 
and neuter of all companion animals 
to reduce and eventually eliminate 
the unnecessary killing and aban-
donment of unwanted pets. 

 
What:  Feline friends present: 
  NEW YORK CAT FILM FESTIVAL 
 
When:  Sunday, March 29, 2020 
 
Time:  12:00pm doors open/ 
1:00pm film 
 
Where:  206 5th Avenue, Olympia 
 
Phone:  360-754-6670 
 
Tickets:  $10 General Admission  
(addition of $3 preservation fee 
when purchased online). Tickets 
went on sale January 20th. 
 

INDOOR PET INITIATIVE—INFORMED OWNERS 
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DOGS 

1. I’m basically a toddler.                  
The secret to understanding 
dog behavior is that the aver-
age dog has a mind that’s 
equivalent to that of a human 
two-to-two and a half years 
old,” Stanley Coren,  PhD, a 
professor emeritus in the psy-
chology department at the Uni-
versity of British Columbia, told 
Psychology Today. On aver-
age, dogs comprehend about 
165 words, so they can follow a 
bit more than just “walk” and 
“treat.” They’re also most likely 
to learn words associated with 
objects or activities, as op-
posed to words associated with 
emotions, such as “Good 
doggy!” 

2. But there are a few top dogs. 
“Superdogs”—those in the top 
20 percent of the intelligence 
spectrum—are a little closer to 
human three-year-olds, and 
they can understand more than 
250 words. “Every now and 
then, you get a Mozart of Dick-
ens of dogs who can under-
stand 1,000 words,” Coren 
says. Psychologist John Pilley’s 
border collie, Chaser, showed 
knowledge of the names of 
1,022 objects, according to a 
study Pilley published in Be-
havioral Processes in 2011. 
“But John worked with her four 
hours a day, like Mozart’s dad,” 
says Coren. 

3. I need to get out in the world. 
Young dogs that don’t meet 
people or other dogs tend to 
grow up fearful and aggressive. 
Before they are six months old, 
puppies should meet 150 peo-
ple and visit 50 different places. 
“It doesn’t have to be Zanzi-
bar,” Coren says. “It can be 
rooms that are very different, 

machine shops, parking lots, what-
ever.” 

4. I’ll tell you when I’m lonely. Alert 
pet owners know that the pitch, 
duration, and frequency of their 
dog’s bark differ depending on the 
circumstances, and researchers 
are learning what some of that 
nuance among vocalizations 
means. For example, dogs bark 
differently when they’re encounter-
ing a stranger than when they’re 
hungry or want company. Two to 
four high-pitched barks mean a 
dog senses a threat and is alerting 
the pack to potential danger, 
Coren says. But a long string of 
single barks with pauses in be-
tween? That probably means your 
dog is lonely. 

5.  I also use my own sign lan-
guage.  Dogs do talk to you 
through barks and whines, but 
don’t ignore their more physical 
communication, such as when 
Spot paws at the bottom of the 
sofa to indicate that his ball is hid-
ing underneath. “Dogs are excel-
lent at adapting their body lan-
guage to provide us clues about 
how they feel and what they want,” 
says Monique A.R. Udell, PhD, an 
assistant professor in the depart-
ment of animal and rangeland sci-
ences at Oregon State University. 

6. You might be transferring your 
stress to me. “Tension flows down 
the leash,” Coren says. “If you’re 
tense and upset, your dog will start 
to act tense and upset too.” He 
recounts a story of a woman who 
didn’t understand why her dog has 
started acting aggressive. When 
Coren found out she was troubled 
over a recent breakup with a boy-
friend, he suggested that she focus 
on getting lots of exercise and so-
cialization with her dog to help 
dissipate any tension she might be 
passing along to her pet. 

7. Your nervousness might set me 

WHAT YOUR PETS WANT YOU TO KNOW 

Reader’s Digest, February 2020 

up for a fight too. When an 
insecure dog owner ap-
proaches an unfamiliar dog, 
the owner might pull back on 
the leash, causing the dog’s 
front legs to leave the 
ground. This stance is threat-
ening to other dogs, which is 
why many react with hostility. 
Over time, an overly re-
strained dog will come to 
expect these reactions from 
the dogs she meets, and 
she’ll approach them with 
aggression herself. 

8. I can be compulsive. Dogs 
chase their tails for lots of 
reasons:  They’re itchy or 
have a bowel irritation, they 
are indulging the predatory 
nature, or they’re just bored, 
according to Canine Journal. 
In certain cases, though, tail 
chasing can be a sign of ca-
nine compulsive disorder. 
The condition can develop 
when a dog is frequently 
stressed or frustrated, veteri-
narian Stephanie Liff told 
petmd.com. Once the 
stressor is removed, the dog 
will likely stop his odd behav-
ior. 

9. I don’t feel guilty—ever. 
Like their intelligence, dogs’ 
emotional maturity is similar 
to that of toddlers. “The aver-
age two-to-three year-old has 
all the basic emotions, like 
joy and sadness and fear 
and anger and disgust and 
surprise,” Coren says. “But 
they don’t have complex so-
cial emotions like guilt, 
shame, and pride.” When 
you come home to find that 
your dog has made a mess 
and she tucks her tail and 
looks ashamed, she’s really 
just afraid of your anger. 
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becomes irregular and you can 
see their eyes moving back 
and forth under their closed 
lids,” Coren says. A pug might 
have five or six one-minute 
dreams every 90 minutes, but 
a Saint Bernard is more likely 
to have a four-minute dream 
every 45 minutes. Research-
ers know because they can 
scan dogs’ brains just as they 
can ours. 

14. I can detect cancer. Several 
studies have shown that dogs 
can detect whether a person 
has certain types of cancer, 
including breast, colorectal, 
lung, ovarian, prostrate and 
skin cancer. How? By sniffing 
a person’s breath, urine or 
blood. Given a dog’s acute 
sense of smell, scientists think 
canines can pick up on volatile 
organic compounds that can-
cer cells give off. Unfortu-
nately, dogs have not proved 
to be reliable diagnosticians; 
they get bored and lose inter-
est in sniffing samples after a 
short while. 

 
CATS 

1.  I’m not sure whether you’re 
a cat or a human. While dogs 
play with humans differently 
than they do with fellow ca-
nines, cats don’t adjust their 
social behavior much for us. 
“Putting their tails up in the air, 
rubbing around our legs, and 
sitting beside us and grooming 
us are exactly what cats do to 
each other,” John Bradshaw, a 
University of Bristol anthrozo-
ologist and author of Cat 
Sense: How the New Feline 
Science Can Make You a bet-
ter Friend to Your Pet, told 
National Geographic. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

2.  I like spending time with you. 
They don’t always show it, but 
cats like us—they really, really 
like us. “Cats can be incredibly 
social,” Udell says. “In fact, in 
recent tests of cat preferences, 
the majority of pet and shelter 
cats preferred human interaction 
over toys, food, and even cat-
nip.” 

3.  And, I don’t like being ig-
nored. “Cats will more fre-
quently approach and play with 
a person who is attentive to 
them compared to a person who 
is ignoring them,” says Kristyn 
Vitale, PhD, a researcher in the 
Human-Animal Interaction Lab 
at Oregon State University. Then 
again, she says, sometimes cats 
want to be left alone. Vitale says 
if a cat is showing signs of ag-
gression (dilated pupils, a fast-
twitching tail, fur standing on 
end, hissing, or growling), just 
walk away. “It’s better to end the 
interaction before an incident 
occurs that may lead to a strain 
in the relationship,” she says. 

4.  Yes, I’m talking to you. Brad-
shaw says the feral cats he’s 
studied rarely meow. Domesti-
cated cats, on the other hand, 
meow all the time—to get the 
attention of humans. 

5. Purring doesn’t always mean 
I’m happy.  Cats also purr if 
they’re sick or injured. They’re 
essentially saying they need 
your help or want you to stay 
nearby for comfort. Another the-
ory is that the action of purring is 
physically healing for cats. Gary 
Weitzman, a veterinarian and 
CEO of the San Diego Humane 
Society, told the BBC that the 
frequency of a cat’s purr is simi-
lar to the frequencies of vibra-
tions associated with bone and  

She’s smart enough to associate 
the mess with your being upset, 
but guilt isn’t part of her repertoire. 

10.  But I do get jealous. Did your 
dog snap at you when you petted 
another pooch at the park? He 
could be jealous. Researchers 
compared how dogs reacted when 
their owners were paying attention 
either to a stuffed dog or to an-
other inanimate object such as a 
pail or a book. Nearly three quar-
ters of the dogs exhibited jealous 
behavior about the fake canine, 
but only 42 percent and 22 per-
cent reacted badly to the pail and 
book, respectively. Scientists sus-
pect that canine jealousy dates 
back to the days when dogs com-
peted for food and other re-
sources. 

11.  I may have a mood disorder.  
Eight percent of dog owners and 
six percent of cat owners have 
given their pets medicine for anxi-
ety and other mood disorders ac-
cording to a study by the market 
research firm Packaged facts. The 
FDA has approved pet variations 
of human medicines for separa-
tion anxiety, noise aversion, and 
cognitive dysfunction, the Wash-
ington Post reports. 

12.  My hearing may be worse if I 
have light-colored fur. Dogs that 
have predominantly white coats 
have a higher chance of being 
born deaf in at least one ear. In 
fact, 30 percent of Dalmatians are 
born with this condition, according 
to Coren. The gene that causes a 
dog to have a white coat just hap-
pens to be associated with deaf-
ness—as well as with blue eyes. 

13.  I dream bigger if I’m a large 
dog. Little dogs have shorter, 
more frequent dreams than big 
dogs. You can see it happening if 
you watch dogs sleep: “When they 
start to dream, their breathing 

WHAT YOUR PETS WANT YOU TO KNOW 

Reader’s Digest, February 2020 
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tissue healing. 
6.  My purring might help you too. 

The frequencies of a cat’s purr may 
confer health benefits on nearby 
humans as well. “It calms us and 
pleases us, like watching waves 
against a beach,” Dr. Weitzman told 
the BBC. “We respond to a cat’s 
purr as a calming stimulus and may 
have even genetically selected cats 
with more propensity to purr.” 

7.  I care what you think. For a study 
in Animal Cognition in 2015, re-
searchers set up an unfamiliar and 
slightly scary scenario (if you are a 
cat)—an electric fan with ribbons 
attached. When cats entered the 
room with their owners, 79 percent 
looked back and forth bet5ween 
their person and the fan, indicating 
that they were trying to see whether 
the human was afraid. Half the own-
ers were told to act confident and 
the other half were told to act nerv-
ous and move away from it. The 
cats whose people seemed scared 
were significantly more likely to di-
rect their gaze to the room’s exit. 

8. But I still might treat you as if 
you’re not there. Japanese re-
searchers found in a recent study 
that cats recognize their own 
names. Regardless of who was 
speaking, most cats reacted in the 
same way, moving their heads or 
perking up their ears when their 
names were spoken, the research-
ers wrote. So if Fluffy isn’t coming 
when you call? Yup, she’s probably 
just ignoring you. 

9. I hold a grudge. Your feline friend 
not only remembers the sound of 
the can opener and the jingle of his 
favorite toy; he also remembers 
who sprayed him with a water pistol 
to get him off the dinner table. 
“Cat’s don’t forgive, and once they 
realize a person is causing them 
anxiety or hurt, they keep away,” 
Bradshaw says. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10. I’m not trying to make you 
mad.  Cats are stretching, flex-
ing, removing dead cells from 
their claws, and marking territory 
when they scratch furniture, ac-
cording to the Humane Society. 
There is also a reason behind 
their spraying—unlike us, they 
find the scent comforting, and 
they spray to feel more secure in 
a stressful situation. “Cats are 
control freaks,” Cathy Lund, a 
feline-only veterinarian in Provi-
dence, Rhode Island, told 
petmd.com “They like to feel in 
charge.” 

11. I learn for life. Once cats mas-
ter an essential skill, such as 
hunting, they remember it, ac-
cording to Animal Planet. Even 
after they’ve spent years in-
doors, eating commercial food, 
cats who learned to kill as kit-
tens can still hunt down their 
own dinner, if the need arises. 

12. Your nurturing affects my na-
ture. Just as kids can be influ-
enced by the environment in 
which they grow up, an owner’s 
personality can rub off on a cat. 
One study found that cats with 
neurotic owners were more 
prone to exhibit stress, fear, and 
even aggressiveness. 

13. In fact, you often train me, 
whether you know it or not.  
Many people think of cats as 
independent-minded, but you do 
reinforce their behavior, says 
Sarah Ellis, coauthor of The 
Trainable Cat. For instance, your 
cat is smart enough to know that 
you don’t want her walking on 
the kitchen counter, but she likes 
the attention she gets when you 
run and snatch her off every 
time. Ellis says you can use 
treats to teach Kitty to come 
when called, giving you a posi-

 

WHAT YOUR PETS WANT YOU TO KNOW 

Reader’s Digest, February 2020 

tive means to lure her away, 
14. Confined spaces make me feel 

safe.  That’s why cats climb right 
into those shoeboxes and suit-
cases. Dutch researchers who 
studied 19 newly arrived shelter 
cats found that the ones who were 
allowed to hide in boxes exhibited 
less stress than the cats who didn’t 
have a hidey-hole. 

15. I’m not as good a poker player 
as you think. Cats do express 
their emotions on their faces, ac-
cording to a 2017 study in Behav-
ioural Processes. Researchers 
made short video clips at a Cana-
dian shelter to track and code cats’ 
facial expressions. They deter-
mined that blinking and half blink-
ing are associated with fear. Cats 
show frustration by hissing, raising 
their upper lips, licking and wrin-
kling their noses, and showing 
their tongues. And, when they’re 
relaxed, they often gaze to the 
right. 

16. I don’t like to share. Sharing food 
or water bowls or a litter box can 
make cats anxious, according to 
Veterinarian Katrina Warren. If you 
have multiple cats, maintain sepa-
rate dishes and letter boxes for 
each. Does your cat still seem 
anxious?  Provide your kitty with a 
place to perch, since cats appreci-
ate high places and autonomy. 

17. I can live with a dog—
sometimes. Research has shown 
that you’ll be more successful in-
troducing a dog to a home where a 
cat already lives as opposed to 
vice versa, according to Dr. War-
ren. But do it gradually. Let them 
become aware of each other first 
through a closed door, so they get 
used to each other’s scent. Then 
provide your cat a safe haven—a 
place the dog can’t enter. 

18. I dream when I’m deep in slum-
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ber. About a quarter of most 
cats’ shut-eye, Catster says, is 
spent in deep sleep—when 
they’re curled with their eyes 
closed all the way.  A landmark 
study in the 1950s suggested 
that cats may dream about stalk-
ing prey and getting into fights. 

19.  My meows change as I age. 
Cats may become increasingly 
vocal as they get older. Why? 
Age-related dementia and failing 
eyesight are two potential expla-
nations, John Wright, PhD, a 
certified applied animal behavior-
ist at Mercer University told hu-
mansociety.org. An anxious cat 
may vocalize more, and a feline 
who’s losing his hearing may 
also meow louder. 

 
FISH 

1. I can recognize humans. 
Archerfish hunt by shooting a 
stream of water at insects. Re-
searchers have taken advantage 
of this special skill to test their 
ability to recognize human faces. 
The fish were taught that when 
they shot water at an image of a 
specific face on a computer 
screen, they would receive a 
snack. When scientists later 
showed the fish a variety of faces 
on the screen, they shot water 
only at the one that had previ-
ously resulted in food. 

2. I can really be a clown fish. 
Psychologist Richard Wiseman, 
PhD, reports that more than half 
of the fish owners in an online 
survey for his website, 
Quirkology, said their fish had a 
good sense of humor. In fact, the 
survey revealed that fish appreci-
ate humor more than cats, 
horses, and birds—but not as 

were shown photographs of peo-
ple with happy or angry expres-
sions, those same people visited 
the  horses in person, wearing 
neutral faces. If a horse had pre-
viously seen an angry-looking 
photo of that person, it exhibited 
a left-gaze bias and showed 
other signs of stress, including 
scratching the floor. But horses 
visited by people who were 
happy in the photos weren’t 
stressed at all. 

 
HAMSTERS 

1. I can learn to take risks. A 2015 
experiment found that hamsters 
whose cages had received fancy 
upgrades (extra bedding, chew 
toys, a tent) were more inclined 
to take a risk: drinking from a 
new water dispenser when they 
didn’t know whether it contained 
a sweet or a bitter liquid. Ham-
sters whose upgrades were re-
placed with cardboard tubes and 
squeaky wheels, on the other 
hand, were less likely to go for 
it—seemingly figuring that they 
couldn’t expect nice things in life. 

 
 

much as dogs do. 
 

PARROTS 

1. I mimic humans well because I’m 
good at copying other parrots.  
In the wild, parrots live in large, 
cohesive groups and squawk con-
stantly, updating one another on 
where the best seeds are and 
which direction to search next for 
food. Timothy F. Wright, coauthor 
of Parrots in the Wild: A Natural 
History of the World’s Most Capti-
vating Birds, told the New York 
Times that it’s rare for wild parrots 
to mimic sounds made by other 
species. But in captivity, they’ll 
mimic barking dogs, car alarms, 
and human speech in an attempt to 
bond with their human flock 

 
HORSES 

1. I can gauge your mood. A study 
in Biology Letters showed that 
horses can tell the difference be-
tween happy and angry human 
expressions. When they looked at 
photographs of people making 
negative faces, their heart rates 
climbed and they turned their 
heads to allow themselves to focus 
with their left eye. Researchers 
think this “left-eye gaze” happens 
because the right hemisphere of 
the brain is better at processing 
negative emotions. Horses are not 
alone in this skill: A 2016 study 
found that dogs could tell from pho-
tos of human facial expressions 
and recordings of voices whether 
the person in question was happy 
or mad. (They can read the faces 
and vocalizations of other dogs 
too.) 

2. And I remember you were mad 
the last time I saw you. In another 
study, several hours after horses 

WHAT YOUR PETS WANT YOU TO KNOW 

Reader’s Digest, February 2020 



 

-9- 
 
 

Volunteer Pet Care 
 
Panorama Pet Partners (PPP) began in 2007 after then new resident George Walling used the 
reader board to invite residents to his home to talk about a pet care co-op.  While PPP has grown 
from its humble beginnings, caring for all of the pets on campus remains the center of its mission. 
 
After we have lived at Panorama for awhile, our pets have generally introduced us to people they 
would love to have as a walker or sitter.  But when new residents first arrive, it can be challenging to 
identify a “Pet Buddy” for emergency situations.   
 
For all offers of assistance, please be respectful and ask about compensation.  
 
If you are unsuccessful in in securing assistance from the volunteers below, please call or email 
Richard Friedman at 5471 or rafriedman@sbcglobal.net. A review of our database can often provide 
just the connection you need. 
 
If you wish to volunteer, please contact Richard Friedman rafriedman@sbcglobal.net to indicate 
your interest.  Thank you to the new volunteers below, as well as those who have provided several 
years of service. 

Our Friends on the Rainbow Bridge 
 

 
Jan Gilmore     5755 
Lin Hampton     5037 
Rich Kalman     5554 
Marsha Majors            5697 
Rudy Ressler             5734 
Mary Ann Spahr    5907 
Mike Willis     5336 

LaceyDogWalkers.com  

 
Walkies!  
Karen Beacham 
Olympia, WA  98501 

Cat Sitting 
 

Carl Clinesmith    5508 
Lynn Elliott                  5912 
Robin/Bill  Hunt    5760 
Mavis Johnson     5333 
Linda Landig     5135 
Jerry Nelson               5580 
Karen Romanelli    5671 
Mary Ann Spahr    5907 
 

 

Donna Sorenson 

Cats Only 
870-2789 

Walkies! Karen Beacham 
Olympia, WA  98501 
250-3181 

Dog Sitting 

Jan Gilmore                5755 
Rich Kalman                5554 
Mary McAfee               5410  

In-Home Pet Sitting 

 Lori McKinstry, Pet Nanny: In-home pet-sitting, dog walking, vet and grooming visits. 
(541) 218-6965      lorimckinstry15@yahoo.com 

 Emily Dixon,360-870-2889 

Dog Walking Pet Sitting 

 

mailto:maurie@melaufer.com
http://www.laceydogwalkers.com/
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Pet Care Resources 

The following local businesses and websites have been recommended by PPP members.  Click on link 
or browser search, as some website names have been abbreviated.  Please contact Richard Friedman  
at 5471 or rafriedman@sbcglobal.net to add your favorite business to the list. 

BluePearlVet.com 
Specialty & Emergency Hospital 
5608 S. Durango St. 
Tacoma, WA  98409 
253-4740791 
 

Companion Veterinary  

Hospital 

5710 Ruddell Rd SE 
Lacey, WA  98503 
360-455-8090 

 

Dermatology Clinic 

8300 Quinault Dr. NE, Suite A 
Lacey, WA  98516 
360-350-4756 

 

Eye Clinic for Animals 

3230—14th Avenue NW 
Olympia, WA  98502 
360-866-0931 
 

FarmhouseVet.com 

7602 Steilacoom Rd SE 
Lacey, WA  98503 
360-456-5684 
 

Hawks Prairie Veterinary 

Hospital  

8919 Martin Way E 
Lacey, WA  98516 
360-459-6556 
 

Healthy Pets Animal  

Hospital 

2022 E 4th Ave 
Olympia, WA  98506 
360-943-8900 

 
 

 

FluffyandFloyd.com 

5211 Capitol Blvd SE 
Tumwater, WA  98501 
360-584-9500 

MudBay.com 

8909 Martin Way E 
Lacey, WA  98516 
360-459-9200  and 
5500 Corporate Center Lane. 
SE 
Lacey WA 98503 
360-810-888 
 

ThePetWorks.net 

407 4th Ave E 
Olympia, WA  98501 
360-489-0134 

KittyKlinic.com 

4411 Lacey Blvd 
Lacey, WA  98503 
360-456-5603 

 

MountainViewVet.com 

4620 Whitman Lane SE 
Lacey, WA  98513 
360-438-9623 

 

OlympiaPetEmergency.net 

3011 Pacific Ave SE 
Lacey, WA  98501 
360-455-5155 

OlympiaVeterinaryCancer-

Center.com 

115 Eastside St SE 
Olympia, WA  98506 
360-339-3596 
 

Olympia Veterinary Hospital 
155 Division 
Olympia, WA   
360-352-7561 
 

Chambers Prairie Animal 
Hospital 
3100 Yelm Highway 
Olympia, WA  98501 
360-491-3800 
 
SVSvets.com 
Seattle Veterinary Specialists 
805 Madison St., Suite 100 
Seattle, WA  98104 
206-624-9111 

 

SouthBayVet.com 

3600 S Bay Rd NE 
Olympia, WA  98506 
360-456-7387 

Veterinary Services 

Healing Touch 

Dr Wanda Buckner 

2307 Lilly Rd NE 
Olympia, WA  98506 
360-491-3187 

Pet Supplies 

Healing Energy 

VCA Lacey Animal Hos-

pital 

4242 Pacific Ave SE 
Lacey, WA 98503 
360-491-3960 

 

YourHousecallVet.net 

3209 Harrison Ave NW #175 
Olympia, WA 98502 
360-786-6536 

http://www.companionveterinaryhospital.com
http://www.companionveterinaryhospital.com
http://www.companionveterinaryhospital.com
http://www.farmhousevet.com
http://www.hawksprairieveterinaryhospital.com
http://www.hawksprairieveterinaryhospital.com
http://www.healthypetsanimalhospital.com
http://www.healthypetsanimalhospital.com
http://www.fluffyandfloyd.com
http://www.mudbay.com
http://www.thepetworks.net
http://www.kittyklinic.com
http://www.mountainviewvet.com
http://www.olympiapetemergency.net
http://www.olympiaveterinaryspecialists.com/cancer-center-home.php
http://www.olympiaveterinaryspecialists.com/cancer-center-home.php
http://www.southbayvet.com
http://chooseenergytherapy.com/energy-healing/methods/for-animals/
http://chooseenergytherapy.com/energy-healing/methods/for-animals/
http://www.vcahospitals.com/lacey
http://www.vcahospitals.com/lacey
http://www.yourhousecallvet.net
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Baroo Pet Spa 

2911 Marvin Rd NE 
Olympia, WA  98516 
360-489-0106 

 

Canine Chateau  

1227 Sleater-Kinney Rd SE 
Lacey, WA  98503 
360-459-7570 

 

Capitol City Grooming  

1720 4th Ave E 
Olympia, WA  98506 
360-360-754-4767 
 

FriendlyGrove.com 

2901 Friendly Grove Rd 
Olympia, WA  98506 
360-352-1322 

Dogwoods Play and Stay 

5706 Keating Rd NW 
Olympia, WA  98502 
360-866-7290 

 

FriendlyGrove.com 

2901 Friendly Grove Rd 
Olympia, WA  98506 
360-352-1322 

 

FidosFarm.com 

9829 Evergreen Valley Rd SE 
Olympia, WA  98513 
360-866-8347 

 

GratefulDogs.net 

1010 Homann Dr SE 
Olympia, WA  98501 
360-438-2284 

 

LeadMeOn.com 

7400 Meridian Rd SE 
Olympia, WA  98513 
360-878-8407 

 

Northwind Pet Care Center 

9902 Yelm Hwy SE 
Olympia, WA  98513 
360-456-5631 

KittyKlinic.com 

4411 Lacey Blvd 
Lacey, WA  98503 
360-456-5603 

Dogs Love School 

September Morn 
Olympia, WA  98502 
360-432-3633 

 

Lead Me On Training 

Ursula Pettyjohn 
Olympia, WA  98513 
360-878-8407 

 
Human Animal 

Solutions 

Ann Howie LICSW, 

ACSW 
Lacey, WA  98516 
360-493-2586 
 

Petamorphosis 

Debbie Lewis 
Olympia, WA   
360-556-9925 

Dog Boarding/Daycare 

Cat Boarding 

Dog Grooming  

 
Linda Herrick     5710 

Dog Training 

PET CARE RESOURCES  (Continued) 

Dog Grooming (Cont) 

Petsmart 

719 Sleater-Kinney 
Lacey, WA  98504 
360-493-0228 

Cat Grooming    

GratefulDogs.net 

1010 Homann Dr SE 
Olympia, WA  98501 
360-438-2284 
 

Aussie Pet Mobile 

Scott Lankford 
Mobile Pet Grooming 
253-292-0331 
slankord@aussiepetmobile.com 
www.petgroomingtacoma.com 

Pet Newsletters 

Pet Connection Magazine 

www.petconnectionmagazine. 
com 
(360) 507-4251 
(425) 985-2872 

Pet Health Websites 

www.PetAdvisor.com 

www.DogFooAdvisor.com 

www.PoisonedPets.com 

www.VetStreet.com 

www.NoseToToes.com 

Pet Fostering/Adoption 

Old Dog Haven 

P.O. Box1409 
Oak Harbor, WA 98277 
206-280-7614 

http://www.caninechateaugrooming.com
http://www.friendlygrove.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=50&Itemid=56
http://www.dogwoodsplayandstay.com
http://www.friendlygrove.com
http://www.fidosfarm.com
http://www.gratefuldogsllc.net
http://www.leadmeontraining.com/#!boarding/ca4p
http://www.northwindpetcarecenter.com/
http://www.kittyklinic.com
http://www.dogsloveschool.com
http://www.leadmeontraining.com/
http://www.humananimalsolutions.com
http://www.humananimalsolutions.com
http://www.leadmeontraining.com/
http://www.gratefuldogsllc.net
http://www.dogsloveschool.com
http://www.yourhousecallvet.net
http://www.petadvisor.com
http://www.dogfoodadvisor.com
http://www.poisonedpets.com
http://www.vetstreet.com
http://www.nosetotoes.com
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PANORAMA PET PARTNERS 

1751 Circle Lane SE 

Lacey  WA  98503 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 

Panorama Pet Partners supports the well being 
of residents and their pets. 

 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 

Panorama Pet Partners (PPP) provides a 
venue for residents to exchange information 
regarding all aspects of pet care, including, but 
not limited to (1) volunteers for pet sitting and 
dog walking, (2) preparation for campus natural 
disasters or storm emergencies, and (3) avail-
able veterinarians, boarding kennels, pet sit-
ting, dog walkers, trainers and pet supply 
stores.  Additionally, PPP manages the off-
leash dog parks and develops new programs 
benefiting a majority of pets and their owners.   

 

FINANCIAL PROCEDURES 

Members are not assessed dues.  Voluntary 
donations are accepted and may be invited 
from time to time to support Board approved 
projects.  PPP is Resident Council-
sponsored activity. 

 

OPERATING PROCEDURES 

PPP is governed by a Board of Directors.  

Membership Meetings are held quarterly in 
the third month of the calendar quarter. 
 

 


